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 A 5 GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS 

 
For over 136 years, members of the            
Beckenhauer family have been involved in 
Beckenhauer Construction, Inc. and continue 
to keep the family legacy alive. 
 
1st Generation:   William H. Beckenhauer 
2nd Generation: Rutherford, Otto & Harry Beckenhauer 
3rd Generation:  Lowell Beckenhauer 
4th Generation:  Buster Beckenhauer, Current CEO 
5th Generation:  Joe Beckenhauer, President 
         Bill Beckenhauer, Secretary 
         Erin Beckenhauer, Business Development 

 
 The family first settled in Cuming County, NE and started 
farming, but William, the youngest son, did not want to be a farmer.  
Early on, he had admired the stone houses that were built from burnt 
bricks.  On March 11, 1878, William founded his own business as a 
bricklayer and Beckenhauer Construction was born.   
 William’s first projects were businesses, banks, courthouses 
and schools.  It was common then for the family to travel from project 
to project.  From the children’s birth places one can realize that     
William had been putting up buildings 

throughout Northeast Nebraska: 1883 Wayne, 1885      
Wakefield, 1891 Wayne and 1900 Randolph.  Finally in 1909, 
the family moved permanently to Norfolk.  Three of his sons, 
Rutherford, Otto and Harry learned bricklaying with him.  
Rutherford was the first to enter the firm as a partner, after 
his premature death, Otto replaced him as a partner.  When 
his father died in 1924, Harry became the second partner and 
the  company continued under the name of Beckenhauer      
Brothers. 
 When Otto and Harry retired, Otto’s son, Lowell, continued the business for some 
years alone.  In the footprints of his great-grandfather, grandfather, and father, Lowell 
Jr. (Buster) followed.  Today, representing the fifth generation, his children - Bill, Erin 
and Joe - are at his side.   
 Technology and advanced construction processes have allowed us to take on 
more projects with less people and manage them better resulting in a well-done project.  
However, throughout our 136 years, one thing has remained the same: “Our            
commitment to hold to the standards of quality, reliability, integrity, safety and 
honesty to provide unparalleled service to our clients.” 

DESIGN/BUILD & CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS 
P.O Box 866   Norfolk, Nebraska 68702-0866   TEL: (402) 371-5363  FAX: (402) 371-1129 
409 E 25th St., Suite #3  Kearney, NE 68847    TEL: (308) 236-9850  
211 Walnut St.  Yankton, SD  57078                  TEL: (605) 260-1520 
EMAIL:office@beckenhauerconstruction.com       www.beckenhauerconstruction.com 



 
If you ate pasta and antipasta, would you 
still be hungry? 
 
Procrastination is the art of keeping up with 
yesterday. 
 
If you try to fail, and succeed, which have 
you done? 
 
A conclusion is the place where you got 
tired of thinking. 
 
Experience is something you don't get until 
just after you need it. 
 
No one is listening until you make a       
mistake. 
 
I used to have a handle on life, but it broke. 
 
I'm not a complete idiot-some parts are 
missing. 
 
Age is a very high price to pay for maturity. 
 
I doubt, therefore I might be. 

 

QUICK TIPS 
 
Crystalized honey is still good but may be hard to 
use in that state. To loosen it up, place the jar in a 
bowl of hot water for about 
five to ten minutes. Stir   
until it is smooth and more 
liquid. To keep crystals 
from developing, store  
honey in a cook and dry 
place. Do not place it in the 
refrigerator and keep  
moisture out of the jar.  
 
Installing a high-efficiency showerhead saves    
water and money. You can cut your water usage 
by up to 3,000 gallons of water per person per 
year. This will save you $50 in energy costs and 
cuts 1,000 pounds of carbon dioxide emissions 
each year per person. Newer version reduce water 
use but still provide a luxurious and satisfying 
shower experience.  
 
Pretreated dusting cloths are handy, but they can 
be expensive. To save money, use lotion-treated 
facial tissues. They work well for trapping dust 
from televisions, bookshelves, windowsills, and 
furniture. You can keep them in plain sight, making 
it easy to dust quickly and often.  
 
If you have fresh herbs left after a recipe, you may 
be wondering how to keep them for later use. Fill 
ice cube trays two-thirds of the way with chopped 
herbs. Cover the herbs with olive oil. The fat in the 
oil protects the herbs from freezer burn and  
browning. Freeze until solid, then pop out of the 
tray. Store the cubes in a large plastic bag in the 
freezer. You can use these herbs in soups,      
sauces, and pasta dishes.  

 
Next time you update 
your bathroom, don't 
throw your old towels and 
rugs into the trash.      
Instead check with your 
local animal shelter. They 
will often take donations 
of small rugs, blankets, 
and towels for use in car-
ing for their animals.  

Q: What do you call a pig who plays basketball? 
A: A ball hog! 
 
Q: What do you call a basketball player's pet chicken? 
A: A personal fowl! 
 
Q: Why was Cinderella kicked off of the basketball team? 
A: She ran away from the ball! 
 
Q: What do you do when you see an elephant with a          
basketball? 
A: Get out of the way! 
 
Q: Why do basketball players like cookies? 
A: Because they can dunk them! 
 
Q: Why was it hot after the basketball game? 
A: Because all the fans were gone! 
 
Q: What kind of stories do basketball players tell? 
A: Tall tales! 
 
Q: Why did the basketball player bring his suitcase to his 
game? 
A: Because he traveled a lot! 



Trivia Quiz:  
Famous Fathers 

1. How many daughters did Charles Ingalls 
have in the "Little House on the Prairie" 
series? 

 
2. What legendary actor co-starred with his 

son and grandson in the film "It Runs in the 
Family?" 

 
3. In Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird," 

what is the name of Atticus Finch's    
daughter? 

 
4. Which of America's Founding Fathers was 

the President of the Second Continental 
Congress that met in Philadelphia in 1776? 

 
5. With his father at the ballpark watching him 

play, this son hit his 500th career home run 
on Father's Day in 2004. Who is this    
player? 

 
6. Born in Alexandria, Greece, around 325 

B.C., Euclid is considered the father of 
what field? 

 
7. Which U.S. president had 15 children, the 

most of any president? 
 
8. Where did TV dad Homer Simpson work? 
 
9. In what play did a father give his son this 

advice: "This above all: to thine own self be 
true"? 

 
10. Benjamin Harrison became president of 

the United States after William Henry   
Harrison. How were they related? 

 
Answers: 

1.  4-Laura, Mary, Carrie, and Grace. 
2.  Kirk Douglas, with son Michael and grandson   
Cameron.  
3.  Scout.  
4.  John Hancock.  
5.  Ken Griffey Jr.  
6.  Geometry.  
7.  John Tyler. 
8.  At a nuclear power plant.  
9.  Hamlet.  
10.  William was the grandfather of Benjamin.  

By the Numbers:  
Recycling 
 
 
-  Americans use over 
80 billion aluminum cans 
each year. There is no 
limit to the number of 
times each one can be 
recycled.   

 
-  The average American uses seven trees a year in 
paper, wood, and other products made from trees.  
 
-  In the U.S., 25 billion Styrofoam coffee cups are 
thrown away every year.  
 
-  The energy saved from recycling one glass bottle, 
rather than manufacturing it from raw materials, can run 
a 100-watt light bulb for four hours or a compact       
fluorescent bulb for 20 hours.  
 
-  Packing represents about 65 percent of household 
trash and makes up about one-third of an average 
dump.  
 
Source:  The National Recycling Coalition 

Did You Know: National Parks 
 
There are 401 areas comprising the national park system, 
covering more than 84 million acres in every state, the      
District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, 
and the Virgin Islands.  
 
The largest national park in the United States is Wrangell-St. 
Elias National Park and Preserve in Alaska at 13.2 million 
acres.  
 
At only 0.02 acres, the smallest national park in the United 
States is Thaddeus Kosciuszko National Memorial in        
Pennsylvania.  
 
Almost 300 million people visit America's national parks 
each year.  
 
The deepest national park is not the Grand Canyon, but 
Kings Canyon in California with a depth of 8,200 feet.  
 
The first automobile permit for a national park was sold at 
Mount Rainier National Park in 1908. It cost $5 for an annual 
pass.  
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DESIGN/BUILD & CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS  

P.O. Box 866 
Norfolk, NE  68702-0866 
 
 
www.BeckenhauerConstruction.com 
 
 
 
AFFILIATED WITH: 

Associated General Contractors of America (AGC) 
Sullivan Group 
Medcon Alliance Group, LLC 

Our Mission...To provide unparalleled service to our clients and to strive for superior performance and absolute reliability.   
Our Vision...To focus our unwavering dedication to the task of turning our client’s vision into a reality.   
Our Value...To hold to the standards of quality, reliability, integrity, honesty, and a caring Christian work environment. 

We’ve Expanded! 
 
We are proud to announce that due to our remarkable growth we have   recently 

opened new branch offices in Kearney, NE and Yankton, SD!  We will continue to offer 

the same great services we always have, now closer to you. 

Kearney Office 
 
409 E 25th St., Suite #3 
Kearney, NE  68847 
 
1-308-236-9850 

Yankton Office 
 
211 Walnut St. 
Yankton, SD  57078 
 
1-605-260-1520 

CT Renovation 
 
Construction will soon be      
underway again at St. Francis 
Memorial Hospital in West 
Point, NE! Beckenhauer     
Construction will be renovating 
their CT room to accommodate 
new equipment. 
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 A 5 GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS 

 
For over 136 years, members of the                
Beckenhauer family have been involved in  
Beckenhauer Construction, Inc. and continue to 
keep the family legacy alive. 
 
1st Generation:   William H. Beckenhauer 
2ndGeneration:  Rutherford, Otto & Harry                              
         Beckenhauer 
3rd Generation:  Lowell Beckenhauer 
4th Generation:  Buster Beckenhauer, Current CEO 
5th Generation:  Joe Beckenhauer, President 
         Bill Beckenhauer, Secretary        

 Erin Beckenhauer, Business Development 
 
 The family first settled in Cuming County, NE and started    
farming, but William, the youngest son, did not want to be a farmer.  
Early on, he had admired the stone houses that were built from burnt 
bricks.  On March 11, 1878, William founded his own business as a 
bricklayer and Beckenhauer Construction was born.   
 William’s first projects were businesses, banks, courthouses 
and schools.  It was common then for the family to travel from project 
to project.  From the children’s birth places one can realize that       

William had been putting up buildings throughout Northeast Nebraska:  1883 Wayne, 
1885 Wakefield, 1891 Wayne and 1900 Randolph.  Finally in 1909, the family moved 
permanently to Norfolk.  Three of his sons,    
Rutherford, Otto and Harry learned bricklaying 
with him.  Rutherford was the first to enter the firm 
as a partner, after his premature death, Otto     
replaced him as a partner.  When his father died 
in 1924, Harry became the second partner and 
the company continued under the name of    
Beckenhauer Brothers. 
 When Otto and Harry retired, Otto’s son, Lowell, continued the business for some 
years alone.  In the footprints of his great-grandfather, grandfather, and father, Lowell 
Jr. (Buster) followed.  Today, representing the fifth generation, his children - Bill, Erin 
and Joe - are at his side.   
 Technology and advanced construction processes have allowed us to take on 
more projects with less people and manage them better resulting in a well-done project.  
However, throughout our 136 years, one thing has remained the same: “Our            
commitment to hold to the standards of quality, reliability, integrity, safety and 
honesty to provide unparalleled service to our clients.” 
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Our Vision...To focus our unwavering dedication to the task of turning our client’s vision into a reality.   
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We’ve Expanded! 
 
We are proud to announce that due to our remarkable growth we have recently opened 

new branch offices in Kearney, NE and Yankton, SD!  We will continue to offer the 

same great services we always have, now closer to you. 

Kearney Office 
 
409 E 25th St., Suite #3 
Kearney, NE  68847 
 
1-308-236-9850 

Yankton Office 
 
211 Walnut St. 
Yankton, SD  57078 
 
1-605-260-1520 

Citizens State Bank 
 
Citizens State Bank in Leigh NE will soon 
have a new home!  Construction recently    
began on their new facility and should be   
completed next spring. 


