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	 Beckenhauer Construction is proud to highlight 
the progress and successful completion of the 
Western Nebraska Community College Harms 
Building renovation, a significant project that involved 
renovating approximately 33,510 SF of the existing 
building and constructing a new 1,160 SF vestibule 
and entry link. This work supports WNCC’s long-term 
vision of expanding and enhancing its healthcare 
education offerings through modern, functional, and 
student-focused facilities. 
	 A major component of the renovation included 
transforming an 8,300 SF, two-story area into 
WNCC’s new nursing center. This updated space 
now features nursing labs, simulation areas, two fully 

outfitted operating 
rooms, additional 
classrooms, and 
staff offices on 
both the lower 
and main levels. 
The renovation 
also introduced 
an open lobby 
and reception 
area with a wood 
ceiling feature 
as well as new 

storefront windows 

designed to bring more natural light into the building. 
Beyond the interior improvements, the project 
required extensive site work, including demolition, 
utility relocation, grading, and paving to support long-
term accessibility and growth. 
	 One of the most notable aspects of this project 
was navigating construction in and around occupied 
areas. The Owner continued operating throughout 
the renovation, and a separate entity, the Educational 
Service Unit (ESU), occupies space directly adjacent 
to the newly renovated main level. This created 
unique coordination needs, particularly involving 
tubular skylights and additional painting and drywall 
work that extended into ESU areas outside the 
original project boundary. Through consistent 
communication and a collaborative approach, the 
team worked through these challenges, helping 
ensure a smooth finish and a successful outcome for 
WNCC. 
	 Western Nebraska Community College recently 
celebrated the ribbon cutting of its newly renovated 
Health Sciences Building, marking the completion 
of a project that represents a meaningful investment 
in students, faculty, and the future of education 
on campus. The renovation, delivered through the 

collaboration of Western 
Nebraska Community 
College, Wilkins 
Architecture Design 
Planning, Beckenhauer 
Construction, and 
numerous project partners, 
highlights the strong 
teamwork, planning, 
and craftsmanship that 
brought this vision to life. 
Congratulations to the 
entire project team on a 
successful project and a 

job well done.Students who will benefit from the 
newly renovated 8,300 SF space.

RIBBON CUTTING

WESTERN NEBRASKA COMMUNITY COLLEGE SCOTTSBLUFF, NE
JOHN N. HARMS CENTER HEALTH SCIENCES BUILDING

Members of the Western Nebraska Community College team who stood 
behind this project from beginning to end.

Members of the WNCC team, Beckenhauer 
Construction, and Wilkins Architecture who 
made this project a success.



Beckenhauer Construction 
is older than ....

Kool-Aid (1927)
Runza (1949)
Shopping cart (1937)
College World Series (1950)
Casey’s General Store (1968)

spring in the Midwest means 
unpredictable weather, the start 
of planting, and construction  
season.

What gets wetter the more it 
dries?

(Answer: A  towel)

Did You Know .... Riddle Me This ....
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SARPY COUNTY 911 CENTER PAPILLION, NE

	 Sarpy County, Nebraska recently celebrated the 
start of its new 911 Center project with a wall breaking 
event, to commemorate the start of the demolition 
process, where County Board Members took the 
first swings to mark the beginning of construction. 
The project represents a significant investment in 
public safety and will support the dispatchers and 
emergency response agencies who serve the Sarpy 
county every day. 
	 The project consists of approximately 7,500 SF 
of renovation, transforming the former Pinnacle Bank 
building, originally built in 1976 and modified over 
the years, into a modern emergency communications 
facility. The renovation includes a 7,351 SF minor 
renovation on one level and a 7,351 SF complete 
renovation on the other. Once complete, the facility 
will feature a state-of-the-art dispatch center with 12 
fully equipped workstations, along with new offices, 
training and conference rooms, and staff support 
spaces. Additional amenities will include two quiet 
rooms for staff to decompress during demanding 
shifts and a fitness area to help employees stay active 

and recharge. 
	 The Sarpy 
County Board 
Chair, Don Kelly, 
recognized the 
dedication of 
the county’s 
dispatchers, 
describing them as 
“calm, professional, 

and superbly trained,” and shared that he is “excited 
to move [dispatchers] into this modern, beautiful 
facility.” Emergency Communications Director Bill 
Muldoon also spoke about the importance of the 
project, noting that the new command facility will 
support more efficient workflows, accommodate future 
growth, and better serve both dispatchers and the 
residents who rely on them in critical moments. 
	 Construction is now underway, with demolition 
complete and crews currently installing new 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems in the 
lower level. On the main level, framing and rough-ins 
are in progress as the building begins to take shape. 
One of the unique challenges of the project is the 
installation of a six-inch raised floor across half of the 
main level. Beneath the floor will be 16 floor boxes 
and multiple conduit lines to support the telecom and 
audiovisual systems essential to the dispatch center’s 
operations. 
	 Sarpy County is especially excited about 
the opportunity to relocate employees from the 
current 911 Center, affectionately referred to as the 
“dungeon”, into a new, updated facility designed to 
better support the critical work they do every day. 
Beckenhauer Construction is proud to partner with 
Sarpy County and Clark & Enersen on this important 
project and looks forward to its continued progress.

The Sarpy County 911 Center will support the dispatchers and 
emergency response agencies who serve Sarpy county.

The Beckenhauer Construction team who made it to the event 
to show their support, as well as members of the project team 
specific to this project.

WALL BREAKING
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PEACE LUTHERAN
WALL BREAKING

COLUMBUS, NE

Key members of the Beckenhauer Construction, 
Sinclair Hille, and Peace Lutheran team responsible 
for this project.

Bill Barritt, Vice President of Operations, 
sharing his remarks to the congregation and 
community at the wall breaking event.

Members of the community and congregation who 
will be positively affected by the expansion

	 The renovation project at Peace Lutheran 
Church in Columbus, Nebraska officially began with 
a wallbreaking celebration attended by members of 
the congregation, project partners, and community 
leaders. The event marked the start of an exciting 
new chapter for the church as plans move forward to 
update and expand its facilities.
	  Robbin Cutsor, Treasurer of the Board at Peace 
Lutheran Church, welcomed those in attendance 
and thanked the many board members who worked 
over the past four years to bring the project to life, 
inviting them to stand and be recognized. Pastor 
Cory Burma then led the congregation in prayer 
before Columbus Mayor, Jim Bulkley, addressed the 
group. Mayor Bulkley spoke about the important role 
Peace Lutheran plays in the community, not only as 
a place of worship but also as 
a childcare center serving local 
families, and how the updated 
space will help strengthen that 
role for years to come.

	 Craig Wohlgemuth, Senior Associate with Sinclair 
Hille Architects, and Bill Barritt, Vice President of 
Operations at Beckenhauer Construction, also shared 
remarks, expressing appreciation to the congregation 
and community for placing their trust in the project 
team as construction begins.
	 Following the remarks, board members and 
key project partners gathered for the ceremonial 
wallbreaking, officially marking the start of demolition.
	 Beckenhauer Construction is honored to partner 
with Peace Lutheran Church and Sinclair Hille 
Architects on this meaningful renovation and looks 
forward to seeing the expanded space continue to 
serve the congregation and the Columbus community 
for many years to come.

This significant event marked the start of an exciting new chapter for the church as plans move forward to update and expand its facilities. To  
commemorate the occasion we give the team of people responsible for moving this project forward the first swing at the wall. 



BJ WILKINSON  
SAFETY DIRECTOR

I’ve had tinnitus for 
almost 20 years. 
Sometimes it’s really 
loud, like a chainsaw 
running in my head, 
and other times it’s dull 
and more annoying 
than anything else. My 
normal hearing is still 
pretty good, I think, but 
low voices or sounds 
get muffled in the 
hum in my head, and 
I find myself saying 
with some frequency, 

“What’d you say?” or 
“Can you repeat that?” 

Of course, some of it might be that I’m just getting 
older, and the sins of my youth on the range are 
catching up to me.
	 Here’s some information related to this about the 
construction industry that you may find relatable. 
Fourteen percent of construction workers have 
difficulty hearing, and seven percent have tinnitus. 
Twenty-five percent of construction workers have 
enough hearing impairment that it impacts their day-
to-day activities. If you recognize there are about eight 
million construction workers in America, then about 
half a million of them have tinnitus, 1.2 million of them 
have trouble hearing, and over two million of them 
have enough trouble hearing that it impacts their daily 
activities.
	 Guess what? It’s partially our 
own fault. Fifty-two percent of 
noise-exposed construction workers 
report they are not wearing any 
hearing protection, and 51% of all 
construction workers have been 
exposed to hazardous noise. 
Sixteen percent of all noise-exposed 
construction workers have hearing 
impairment in both ears.
	 Ever listen to a skill saw or a 
table saw tearing through a piece of 
plywood? How about being around 
when somebody pulls the trigger 
on a powder-actuated tool into the 
concrete or a piece of red iron? 
There is significant noise in those 
things that your eardrums have 
to respond to quickly, often from 
near silence. The more frequently 

you expose your ears to loud noise, the greater the 
need to protect them. It seems funny to me now 
that I’m preaching it like I’ve always done it, it’s only 
since the hum in my head that I really started paying 
attention. Here’s the irony, too: we talk all the time 
about wearing safety glasses because glasses are 
cheap and can be replaced. Eyes are sensitive and 
don’t always heal back to their original condition when 
injured. How much cheaper can protection get than 
the 50-cent foam ear plugs we provide on every job 
site? Ear drums are hard to replace, too. Hearing aids 
may make you able to participate in a conversation 
again, but they don’t get rid of the hum.
	 Bryant Seymour, a safety and occupational health 
specialist in the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration Directorate of Construction, suffers 
from tinnitus in both ears today after more than 30 
years in construction and works to make us aware 
of the “do as I say, not as I did” learning principle in 
professional journals published every month. “Hearing 
conservation in construction is more than just 
safeguarding workers’ hearing. It’s about maintaining 
their long-term health and allowing them to carry out 
their tasks with focus and clarity. The consistent use 
of hearing protection and regular monitoring helps 
prevent irreversible damage, which improves quality 
of life beyond the workplace.”
	 Right now, as I write this, the train is whistling in 
my ears. If you were to read this to me, I’d hear about 
75% of it. I hope the 25% I didn’t quite pick up wasn’t 
important.

SAFETY TALK WITH BJ - WHAT’D YOU SAY?
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	 Construction is underway on the new Codington 
County Jail and Law Enforcement Center, a 59,900 
SF facility designed to serve the needs of the county 
for years to come. The new build will include 88 beds 
for male housing, 20 beds for female housing, and 4 
beds for juvenile housing, along with the necessary 

intake, support, processing, and office spaces that 
allow the facility to operate efficiently.
	 Crews have made significant progress on site, 
with all footings and foundations now complete. 
Precast wall panels are currently being set, and 
structural steel erection has begun as the building 

continues to take shape.
	 In addition to the detention and operational 
spaces, the project scope also includes new 
parking areas and the construction of two 
detention ponds on the site to support proper 
stormwater management.
	 One interesting aspect of the project has 
been the coordination required due to the site’s 
proximity to the Watertown Municipal Airport. 
Because of this, a permit was required from the 
Federal Aviation Administration before certain 
work could proceed. The government shutdown 
in late 2025 resulted in three different points of 
contact with the FAA and extended the permitting 
process to about four and a half months. 
Fortunately, despite the delay in the approval 
process, it did not impact the overall progress of 

the project.
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CODINGTON COUNTY JAIL & LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER
WATERTOWN, SD

Precast wall panels being set for the 59,900 SF facility.

MICHAEL FOODS NORFOLK, NE

	 Work is nearing completion on a 2,300 SF 
renovation project at Michael Foods. The project 
includes interior improvements as well as upgrades 
to the building’s exterior egress systems to enhance 
functionality and safety.
	 Crews are currently in the finishing stages of the 
interior renovation, with flooring, casework, locker 
installation, and toilet accessory installation 
underway. Exterior work has also begun on the 
egress structures, including improvements to 
the existing exterior egress and the addition of 
a second exterior egress structure. This portion 
of the project is expected to be completed 
within the next couple of weeks.
	 The scope of work focuses on renovating 
several key employee spaces on the second 
floor of the building, including the owner’s 
restrooms, break room, locker rooms, and a 
conference room. These updates are designed 
to improve both comfort and usability for 
employees who use the space daily.
	 One interesting aspect of the project is that 
it takes place within a building that is more 
than 100 years old. Over time, the structure 

has been modified and updated in various ways, 
making it especially interesting to see how different 
construction materials and methods have been used 
throughout the building’s history.
	 We look forward to finishing this project and giving 
Michael Foods a freshly updated space.
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JACKSON MERKEL - NEW HIRE

	 Jackson Merkel’s 
journey with Beckenhauer 
Construction is a great 
example of how hands-on 
experience can shape a 
career. Over the past two 
years, Jackson was part 
of our internship program 
while attending the 
University of Nebraska at 
Lincoln, where he earned 
his degree in Construction 
Management. Through 

his time with us, he gained 
valuable, real-world insight into the industry. We’re 
proud to now have him on our team full-time as an 
Estimator. 
	 At Beckenhauer Construction, our internship 
program is designed to give students a well-rounded 

understanding of the construction process. Interns 
have the opportunity to shadow key roles across 
the company, including a Project Engineer, Project 
Superintendent, and Estimator. This structure allows 
them to experience each phase of a project, from 
coordination and field operations to budgeting and 
preconstruction, so they can discover where their 
strengths and interests align. 
	 For Jackson, that experience made all the 
difference. By working alongside multiple teams, he 
found his passion in estimating, where attention to 
detail, problem-solving, and big-picture thinking all 
come together. His transition into a full-time Estimator 
role reflects both his hard work and the value of 
exploring every aspect of the industry. 
	 We’re proud to support students like Jackson as 
they grow into construction professionals and are 
excited to see his continued success at Beckenhauer 
Construction. 

Jackson Merkel, Estimator

ESTIMATOR

	 Construction continues to move forward at Our 
Savior Lutheran Church as crews work to transform 
a shell space into a vibrant new area for ministry 
and community gatherings. The project will create 
approximately 22,000 SF across two floors, providing 
new youth rooms, adult Bible study rooms, and 
flexible spaces for events such as weddings and 
funerals. The addition will also include new restrooms, 
a serving kitchen, a coffee bar, and a stage area 
designed to support both youth and adult ministry 
programs.
	 Work is progressing steadily throughout the 
building. Crews are currently completing drywall 
finishing on the first floor while drywall installation 
and stairwell framing continue on the second floor. 
Electrical work is also advancing, with rough-ins 
for lighting underway on the second floor and 
wiring being pulled for lighting on the first floor. 
Outside, structural stoops are being poured at the 
new exterior doors.
	 One interesting element of the project involved 
the installation of helical pier footings drilled 
approximately 25 feet deep. These were used 
in areas where a typical footing footprint would 
have extended into occupied space, allowing the 
team to provide the necessary structural support 
without impacting the building’s usable interior 
areas.

	 As work progresses, the team remains focused 
on maintaining momentum while delivering a high-
quality end product. Coordination between trades 
and ongoing communication with the project team 
continue to play a key role in keeping the project 
on track. Once complete, this addition will provide a 
versatile and inviting environment where the church’s 
youth, adults, and families can gather, learn, and 
connect for years to come. 
	 Beckenhauer Construction, Inc. is proud to partner 
with Our Savior Lutheran Church on a project that 
will have a lasting impact on its congregation and the 
broader Norfolk community.

Earlier this year a slab on deck concrete pour for the second floor started in the 
early hours.

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH NORFOLK, NE
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BILL BARRITT - PROMOTION

	 We are excited to 
announce that Bill Barritt 
has been promoted 
to Vice President of 
Operations.
	 In this role, Bill will 
support operations 
across the entire 
company. His focus will 
include supporting all 
projects, managing BCI 
policies and procedures, 
supporting internal 

committees, engaging in 
staffing decisions, and helping drive the company’s 
vision as we continue working toward our EOS goals.
	 Bill brings 25 years of experience in the 

construction industry, with a career that began as 
a Project Engineer and progressed through Project 
Manager and Vice President of Preconstruction. His 
background has provided him with the perspective 
and insight needed to support our teams in problem-
solving, forward planning, and operational leadership 
as we enter this next phase. 
	 “This role will allow me to support and work 
alongside all teams in the organization from the 
start to the completion of all projects,” Bill shared. 
“I look forward to providing strategic leadership 
and continuing to strengthen my relationships with 
everyone across the company.”
	 Please join us in congratulating Bill on his well-
earned promotion. We are excited to have his 
leadership guiding our operations as we move forward 
together. 

Bill Barritt - Vice President of 
Operations

VICE PRESIDENT OF OPERATIONS

RUBY’S RAIN OF HOPE
	 Beckenhauer 
Construction is 
proud to support 
organizations that 
make a meaningful 
difference in the 

communities we serve. Through the BCI Beyond 
Grant, we recently had the opportunity to contribute to 
Ruby’s Rain of Hope, a nonprofit dedicated to bringing 
comfort and encouragement to individuals beginning 
their cancer journey. 
	 Ruby’s Rain of Hope was founded by Ruby, now 
12 years old, who was inspired by her mother’s 
experience with cancer when she was just a toddler. 
What started as a small act of kindness has grown 
into a powerful mission. Over the past four years, the 
organization has provided care bags to patients at the 
Carson Cancer Center, offering both practical support 
and emotional reassurance during an incredibly 
difficult time. In 2025, Ruby’s Rain of Hope officially 
became a nonprofit, allowing the program to expand 
its reach and impact. 
	 The BCI Beyond Grant donation will help support 
the organization’s 2026 Care Bag Program, which 
aims to provide a care bag to every new cancer 
patient beginning treatment at the Carson Cancer 
Center. With approximately 20–25 new patients each 
month, up to 300 annually, this program ensures that 
each individual and their family receives a thoughtful 

reminder that they are not alone. 
	 Each care bag is carefully assembled to support 
both physical and mental well-being. Items include 
a cozy blanket, reusable bag, electrolyte packets, 
nausea relief lozenges, an activity book, encouraging 
notes, and a handwritten message from Ruby 
herself. That personal note often becomes the most 
meaningful part, offering comfort and connection from 
someone who understands the journey in a unique 
way. 
	 We are honored to support Ruby’s Rain of Hope 
through the BCI Beyond Grant and to be part of an 
initiative that brings comfort, encouragement, and 
hope to so many individuals and families during a 
challenging time. 

Ruby and her mom, Angie, accepting the check from members of the BCI 
Beyond Grant committee.
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Core Values: Honesty, Hard Work, Continuous Improvement, Commitment, Attention to Detail.

TRADE PARTNER APPRECIATION
	 We recently took time at the Our Savior Lutheran 
Church jobsite in Norfolk, NE to recognize and 
celebrate the trade partners who play such a vital role 
in our success. 
	 The team hosted a Trade Partner Appreciation 
event to thank the crews for their hard work and 
dedication on the project. The event included a 
catered lunch, prize drawings, and an opportunity 
for everyone to connect outside of the day-to-day 
demands of the jobsite. It was a great way to show 
appreciation and strengthen the relationships that 
keep our projects moving forward. 
	 In addition to the event, the team also held 
a Safety Stand Down led by Safety Director BJ 
Wilkinson. BJ spoke about the ongoing mental health 
crisis in the construction industry and emphasized 
the importance of looking out for one another, both 
on and off the jobsite. The conversation served as 
a meaningful reminder that safety goes beyond the 

physical and includes supporting the well-being of our 
teams. 
	 A special thank you to Volkman Plumbing and 
Heating, Copperline Electric, and T&H Drywall for 
attending and for their continued partnership. We 
appreciate the commitment and craftsmanship each 
trade partner brings to the job every day.

Trade partners with their prizes won from the Trade Partner Appreciation 
event.

	 Staying connected has never been more 
important, and at Beckenhauer Construction, we’re 
excited to continue growing our presence online. 
We’re proud to share that our LinkedIn page recently 
reached an exciting milestone of 1,000 followers! 
	 In addition to LinkedIn, you can also find us on 
Facebook and Instagram, where we share a closer 
look at life at Beckenhauer Construction. From 
frequent project updates and behind-the-scenes 
moments in the office to highlights from the field, our 
social media channels offer a more personal and real 

time view of what we’re building and who we are. 
	 It’s also where you can follow along with the 
impact of our BCI Beyond Grant, as we support 
initiatives that make a difference in the communities 
we serve. Whether it’s celebrating milestones, 
recognizing our team and trade partners, or giving 
back, our social platforms help tell the full story. 
	 If you’re not already following us, we’d love to 
have you join us online and stay up to date with 
everything happening at Beckenhauer Construction.

CONNECT WITH US


